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Introduction

Every action undertaken in the absence of the Imams loses its legitimacy the
moment it begins from any authority other than theirs. For this reason, we begin
the introduction of this research with the words of the Ma‘sim (‘alayhi al-salam),
not with theory, emotion, or contemporary justification.

In Kitab al-Ghaybah by Shaykh al-Nu’mani (ra), it is narrated that Abu Ja‘far
al-Baqir (peace be upon him) said:

“O Shia of Muhammad’s progeny, you are going to be tested like the kohl in
the eye. One knows when the kohl is put into his eye, but he does not know
when it gets out of it. Just in the same way, one believes in our matter in
the morning and recants it in the evening, or he believes in it in the evening
and when morning comes he recants it."”

The time the Imam speaks of in this narration—the time in which his Shia are
tested—is the very time we are living in today. It is a time that has already
arrived. A time in which deviation and sin are widespread, while righteousness is
scarce. A time in which one may slowly and unknowingly depart from the Imamic
path, from the path of core Imamiyyah, without even realizing when or how that
departure occurred.

Today, we live in an era where the Imam is remembered, invoked, and
celebrated, yet not obeyed. In the absence of the Imam of the age, instead of
waiting for him and awaiting his command, people have assumed the right to fill
the vacuum of his absence. It is as if the Imam is no longer needed. People claim
that they themselves will rise against oppression, that they themselves will
declare jihad, that they themselves will establish authority. In the end, they claim
that all of this is merely preparation for the Imam. This is precisely the
transformation that has taken place in our time.

Gradually, the community has begun to act as if the presence of the Imam is no
longer necessary for decisive authority, as if the age of ghaybah demands
initiative rather than submission. Thus, intizar has not been rejected openly, but

" Kitab al-Ghaybah by shaykh numani. page 206-207
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quietly redefined. It is no longer waiting with discipline and restraint; it has
become impatience dressed in religious language.

People continue to call themselves Imami Shia, yet their actions no longer reflect
Imamiyyah. History bears witness to similar moments. There was a period when
the Hasani Sayyids and the Zaydiyyah chose revolt and uprising, even when the
Imams explicitly instructed them not to rise. They raised banners while the
Imams remained in their homes, commanding restraint. And when actions are
undertaken without the authority of the Imam, the result is ultimately destruction.
This is exactly what occurred to the Hasani Sayyids, to Zayd ibn Ali, and to
Yahya ibn Zayd.

In Mugaddama of al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah, Page 24, Yahya ibn Zayd himself
acknowledged this reality when he said: “Indeed, my uncle Muhammad ibn
‘Ali (al-Bagir) and his son Ja'far called people to life, whereas we called
them to death.”? It was the Zaydiyyah who called the Shia to uprising and
bloodshed, while Imamiyyah remained patient in intizar al-faraj.

Today, however, certain scholars—wearing the turban and the outward
appearance of Imamiyyah while adopting its terminology—have blurred the
boundary between Imamiyyah and Zaydi ideology. Without any valid
authorization from the Imam, they have raised the banners of “resistance” and
“revolution.” Through power, influence, and systematic persuasion, they have
conditioned the minds of the Ummah to believe that such uprisings are
legitimate, religiously mandated, and divinely approved.

As a result, people now celebrate a non-Ma 'sim leader for his uprising, believing
that the Imam is pleased with it. In reality, such actions constitute usurpation of
the Imam'’s rights. They proceed in opposition to the Imam while the community
remains blinded by emotional narratives and political slogans.

This blindness is evident in how narrations warning against qiyam before the rise
of the Qa’'im are treated today. When such narrations are presented, they are
rarely received with humility. Instead, they are defended against. Explanations
are offered, exceptions are created, and contexts are narrowed until the force of
the Imam’s warning is neutralized. This reaction itself reveals the shift. When
submission to the Ma‘sim is intact, the believer adjusts himself to the narration.

2 al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah, Page 24
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When submission weakens, the narration is adjusted to serve the believer’s
project.

It is no secret that entire political systems have learned to exploit religion to
strengthen their power. By consistently framing their conflicts as sacred and their
struggles as divinely endorsed “resistance,” they condition people to believe that
support is not merely political, but religiously obligatory. Over time, this creates a
collective mindset where opposition feels like betrayal of faith, restraint feels like
cowardice, and patience is portrayed as weakness. Intizar ceases to be patience
under divine limits and becomes constant agitation. Waiting is rebranded as
failure, while rage against oppression is presented as proof of loyalty to the
Imam.

The sole intention of this research is not to misguide, but to revive the affairs of
the Ahl al-Bayt and to return people to the words and obedience of the Ma‘'sim.
It is understood that once this document spreads, the majority may reject it.
Some may attack it with labels; others may attempt to override these narrations
through rationalist reinterpretation. This does not cause fear.

By Allah, Aba Ja‘far al-Baqir (‘alayhi al-salam) described the Shia as grain on a
threshing floor—afflicted, purified, and afflicted again—until only a small
remainder remains, untouched by corruption.® This is not failure; it is filtration.
It separates those who submit to the Imam from those who reshape his teachings
to suit urgency, power, and collective emotion. The Imam also said that a time will
come when people spit in one another’s faces, call one another liars, and none
will remain except like kohl in the eye and salt in food.

With this understanding, preparedness for consequences is not hesitation, but
certainty. This document therefore proceeds with restraint, not rebellion; with
submission, not strategy. It does not deny injustice, nor does it sanctify silence. It
asks a more fundamental question: whether the transformation of intizar into
impatience, and ghaybah into permission, is faithful to the Imam whose absence
we claim to await. And it insists that the answer can only be sought where this

research began—at the feet of the Ma‘siim, not at the demands of any system,
state, or movement.

3 Ki [-Gh h haykh al-Nu'mani (ra), P 210-211
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Author’s Note

| dedicate this humble piece of research to the noble lady who is the sole means
for the continuation of the Seal’s existence in this world...The human Houri,
Fatima bint Muhammad (peace be upon her). Through her, the earthly
dimension of the Messenger of Allah endured, just as the heavenly dimension of
his everlasting religion was embodied in the Imams from among her progeny
(peace be upon them all).

She is the lady through whom the celestial orbs of the Imamate arose, for the
horizon of her existence shone with the forbearance of al-Hasan, the valor of
al-Husayn, the worship of al-Sajjad, the knowledge of al-Baqir, the wisdom
of al-Sadiq, the patience of al-Kazim, the proofs of al-Rida, the generosity of
al-Taqi, the purity of al-Naqi, and the awe of al- Askari (peace be upon them
all). From al-Husayn, who is the lamp of guidance and the ark of salvation,
to the Promised Mahdi, who is the culmination of the inheritance of the
prophets—through whose blessing creation is sustained, and by whose
existence the earth and the heavens are upheld.

She is the fruit of that Blessed Tree “whose root is firm and whose branch is
in the heaven, yielding its fruit at all times by the permission of its Lord”
(Qur’an 14:24-25). The hidden jewels in the divine treasuries are but from the
shell of her infallibility. The illuminating lamp of the prophets’ prophethood—from
Adam to the Seal—and the radiant torch of the Imamate of the Guides are both lit
by the light of her existence. And the final jewel concealed within that shell, the
radiant star of that celestial sphere, is the one who will fill the earth with justice
and equity as it had been filled with oppression and tyranny.

| acknowledge openly that | am not a scholar, and that human error is inevitable.
If there is any mistake in this research, it is from my own shortcomings. If any
truth is found within it, it is by the grace of Allah alone. If any light shines from this
work, it is only a reflection of Imam Husayn (peace be upon him), not from me.
For all that | am, and all that | do, is in service of Imam Husayn (peace be upon
him).

— Muhammad ibn Taqi



Narration 01

We read in Kitab Alkafi, Vol 8, Page 295:
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It is narrated from him, from Ahmad ibn Muhammad, from al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id, from
Hammad ibn ‘Is3, from al-Husayn ibn al-Mukhtar, from Abi Basir, from Aba ‘Abdillah

(peace be upon him) who said:

“Every banner that is raised before the rising of al-Qa’im—its bearer is a tyrant (taghut)
who is worshipped besides Allah, Mighty and Exalted.”
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Proponents of “active resistance” often contend that this narration is limited to
false claimants of Mahdism or manifest tyrants, and therefore cannot apply to
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movements or regimes that present themselves as resisting oppression and
upholding justice. Yet such a restriction finds no support in the actual wording of
the hadith. The Imam speaks in unqualified terms: “aidll ald J a5 44, Js” .. “every
banner raised before the uprising of al-Qa’im”...employing a formulation of totality
that admits no textual exception. This universality is made explicit by Mulla
Muhammad Salih al-Mazandarani in his Sharh Usdl al-Kafi, where he clarifies
that the ruling applies “even if the one who raises it claims to be calling to
the truth.”® In doing so, Mazandarani decisively removes appeals to moral
intention, resistance rhetoric, or claims of opposing oppression as qualifying
defenses. He further explains that taghdt denotes Satan, idols, and everything
that is worshipped besides Allah, applying to both the singular and the plural,
with the expression “they are worshipped” indicating a condition of obedience
and submission rather than literal idol-worship.

When this framework is applied to contemporary cases, the relevance becomes
structural rather than personal. A system that, prior to the uprising of al-Qa’im,
raises a banner that centralizes political and military authority, frames obedience
in religious terms, and demands submission as a matter of wilayah—while
lacking explicit designation (nass) from a ma‘sim fits the very category
described by the narration and its classical commentary. On this reading, the
issue is not whether such a system claims to resist injustice or confront tyranny,
but whether it establishes a locus of binding authority and obedience in the
period of occultation. From this perspective, the regime presided over in current
times, insofar as it institutionalizes centralized, religiously framed authority before
the Qa’im, can be argued to fall within the scope of this warning, not because of
its stated aims, but because of the form of authority it exercises. The narration
thus critiques the structure of pre-Qa’im power itself, irrespective of the
righteousness claimed by those who raise its banner.

4 Sharh Usul alkafi, vol 12, P447
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Narration 02

We read in Alkafi, vol 8 page 274:
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Muhammad ibn Yahya narrated from Muhammad ibn al-Husayn, from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abt
Hashim, from al-Fadl al-Katib, who said: “| was with Abd ‘Abdillah (peace be upon him) when a
letter from Abil Muslim reached him. He said: ‘There is no reply to your letter. Leave us.’ So we
began whispering to one another.

He then said: ‘O Fadl, what are you whispering about? Indeed, Allah—Mighty and
Exalted—does not hasten matters with the hastiness of the servants. Truly, removing a
mountain from its place is easier than the removal of a dominion whose appointed term has not
yet ended.’ Then he said: ‘So-and-so, son of so-and-so,’ until he reached ‘the seventh

descendant of so-and-so.’

| said: ‘What, then, is the sign between us and you—may | be sacrificed for you?’ He said: ‘Do
not leave the land, O Fadl, until al-Sufyani emerges. When al-Sufyani emerges, then come
to us,’—he said it three times—‘and it is among the inevitable matters.”

e B das ] Jis s NS 2 e N @Qn
Yo e gl o L 1 BTl it 5 —_ o
T o) B0 0 (1T ) Sy et V’ R
o+ Pl m e oo oo il o e - 11 BL&"JI s
AT e Jj(‘—'bc‘ S ol B el S 5 6 o il -
LS T ) er (0 : e
o T 0o o 2 ol £ 0 O i Sl G T g
. i vz }./ﬂ"‘ /// T AT
e i 053 ol e 3 s g 55 @w i N@,\ﬂb
LI L s 2 uy:.o;wcuxcxu)uw‘,mm 5% )‘/ .
A BU L g il oW Y Jln.ll..\s..\»é\.u;\ou %A)@"Kﬁ
<esndlgn 23 B3k Lsa vhh -
dom o ao o lee Nl ni o ¢ e nt - )TY'\/\"TAJ\:‘:/&}U
otz b 6 Aol o 8Tl e B2 Bl G . ——————gp e =i e -
. L.d. i
<5l S ul,l,.u,vx,sg, Sl i L..u,.| AW W;;u'.}’/’ ‘f" /‘:’ud
e BT
st el e &x{.u)_,. 09 5+ 085 08 an Loy 45 . W.\dp‘iﬂ,g;"
UL e gss o ‘,‘uvnwf Y o) Koyl B 3152+ g u/
1Tl g S ,‘.,u Jm.,i,, 4 9 acell s e
W’“ u,u‘,.us-ﬁg VEVIANF & Bl i D bl e s
J e [l it
s ,ﬁmﬂg,‘ ul/u; _w,,“h‘, cootie R
el 0B el )La;,auJDhJo\wlNU)‘J\: J\“,-&m.y,_,) U U»J'/,'—’/.’/’
J,.;L_:qu:\l_ml A8
PN EEARE - . .
R T T
o B Sy, 5 ux:u&hl.u,.m, e a,,l, A AN it B
IS ESE I R RTINY S, . * s

SR (1) S


https://alkarbala.org/scans/alkarbala-scans/hadith-scan-02.php?image=uploads%2FAlkafi%2C+vol+8+page+274.png
https://alkarbala.org/scans/alkarbala-scans/hadith-scan-02.php?image=uploads%2FAlkafi%2C+vol+8+page+274.png

This narration provides a concrete historical illustration of the doctrine of giyam
qabl al-faraj. Despite the availability of revolutionary power and the collapse of
Umayyad rule, the Imam explicitly refused the invitation of Aba Muslim to rise for
political authority. As Mulla Muhammad Salih al-Mazandarani in _his sharh
explains, the refusal was not due to fear, weakness, or indifference to
injustice, but due to the Imam’s knowledge that the matter would not
proceed divinely, that Abbasid rule was already decreed, and that any
uprising at that stage would result in his destruction and the destruction of
his Shi‘a. The Imam further instructed his companions not to mobilize or
depart until the emergence of the Sufyani, identifying this sign as among
the inevitable (mahtum) conditions preceding legitimate movement. This
episode demonstrates that, within Imami doctrine, political uprising prior to the
divinely designated signs, regardless of moral claims or popular
support...constitutes an impermissible giyam before faraj, reinforcing the broader
prohibition articulated in the narrations condemning all banners raised before the
uprising of al-Qa’im.

When numerous narrations converge upon the same guidance—at times through
explicit discouragement of qgiyam, and at other times through instruction in
restraint, silence, and patience—the intended meaning becomes apparent
through their ¢ s«a« (collective force), even without an independent sharh for each
individual report. Within the Imamt methodological framework, the 43~ of such
guidance lies not in isolating every narration for separate analysis, but in
observing the consistent emphasis placed by the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) upon a unified principle articulated through diverse
expressions. Some reports employ direct language of prohibition, others convey
caution or postponement, while still others present the instruction affirmatively
through commands of sabr and intizar prior to the Faraj. Read together, these
narrations form a coherent and internally consistent directive, clarifying the
intended position without ambiguity. In what follows, a selection of these reports
will be cited to illustrate this recurring guidance as it appears across the
transmitted corpus, with reliance placed on their cumulative indication rather than
on isolated commentary of individual texts.
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Narration 03

We read in Alkafi, vol 5, Page 19:
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‘AlT ibn Ibrahtm narrated from his father, from Ibn Abt ‘Umayr, from al-Hakam ibn Maskin, from
‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Amr, who said: Imam Jafar (peace be upon him) said to me:

“O ‘Abd al-Malik, why do I not see you going out to those places to which the people of your
land go?” | said: “Where?” He said: “Jeddah, ‘Abbadan, and al-Masisah.”

| said: “Out of waiting for your command and following your example.”
He said: “Yes, by Allah! If it were good, they would not have preceded us to it.”

He said: | then said to him: “The Zaydis say: there is no difference between us and Ja far except
that he does not consider jihad in Qazwin.”

He said: “I do not consider it? Indeed, by Allah, | do consider it—but | dislike to abandon
my knowledge for their ignorance.”
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Narration 04

We read in Kitab al-Ghaybah by shaykh numani, page 276:
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Narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘id, who said: ‘Alt ibn al-Hasan narrated to
us, who said: Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah narrated to us, from Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr,
from Hisham ibn Salim, from Abu ‘Abdillah (Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq), peace be
upon him, who said:

“This matter will not occur until no category of people remains except that they will
have ruled over the people, so that no one may say, ‘If we had ruled, we would have
established justice.’ Then the Qa’im will rise with truth and justice.”
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Narration 05

We read in Kitab al-Ghaybah by Shaykh al-Nu’mani, page 194, Hadith 01:
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It is narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘1d ibn ‘Uqgdah al-Kff, who said:
Ahmad ibn Ysuf ibn Ya“qub al-Ju‘fi, AbG al-Hasan, narrated to us. He said:
Isma‘1l ibn Mihran narrated to us. He said: al-Hasan ibn “AlT ibn AbT Hamzah
narrated to us, from his father; and Wahib ibn Hafs, from Abd Basir, from AbG
‘Abdillah (peace be upon him), who said:

“My father said to me: There must inevitably be a fire from Adharbayjan,
nothing will be able to withstand it. When that happens, remain confined to
your homes, cling to the ground as we cling to it. Then, when the mover
among us moves, hasten to him—even if you must crawl. By Allah, it is as
though | am looking at him between the Corner and the Station, taking
allegiance from the people upon a new Book—severe upon the Arabs. He
then said: Woe to the tyrants of the Arabs from an evil that has drawn
near.”

e sl ot e Ty s ¢
. . ; Qi
ol3) Con 127 s g 30 il G OLI N on g o 5T lin :Ia . ‘R Y
L3 Jo Bl agle 5 A1 v
[

e
~ . -
PR - & .

BT AUIAEGYLI G 3 ol o Tnll & el Lond S35 L )00 ‘:!. ?'S\":

P
2NN E

Ay

552

Bty s,

orpawr i



https://alkarbala.org/scans/alkarbala-scans/hadith-scan-02.php?image=uploads%2FKita%CC%84b+al-Ghaybah+by+Shaykh+al-Nu%E2%80%99mani%2C+page+194%2C+Hadith+01.png
https://alkarbala.org/scans/alkarbala-scans/hadith-scan-02.php?image=uploads%2FKita%CC%84b+al-Ghaybah+by+Shaykh+al-Nu%E2%80%99mani%2C+page+194%2C+Hadith+01.png

Narration 06

We read in Kitab al-Ghaybah by Shaykh al-Nu’mani, page 194-195, Hadith
02:
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, from some of his companions,
from “Alt ibn ‘Umarah al-Kinani, who said:

Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated to us, from Abu al-Jarud, from Aba Ja‘'far
(peace be upon him).

| said to him: “Advise me.”

He said: “l advise you to fear Allah, to remain in your home, and to sit among the
mass of these people. Beware of the Kharijites from among us, for they are upon
nothing and headed to nothing.

Know that the Bani Umayyah will have a dominion which people will not be able
to repel. And the people of truth will have a state—when it comes, Allah will
entrust it to whom He wills from among us, the People of the House. Whoever
among you reaches it will be with us at the highest peak. And if Allah takes him
before that, He has chosen for him.

And know that no group rises to repel oppression or to give honor to the religion
except that death and calamity will strike them down—until the group arises who
witnessed Badr with the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): their slain will
not be shrouded, no wounded will be treated, and no fallen will be lifted.”*

| said: “Who are they?” He said: “The angels.”
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Narration 07

We read in Kitab al-Ghaybah by Shaykh al-Nu’mani, page 195-196, Hadith
04:
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Muhammad ibn Hammam and Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn
Jumhdr—both together—narrated to us, from al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn

Jumhir, from his father, from Sama‘ah ibn Mihran, from Aba al-Jardd, from
al-Qasim ibn al-Walid al-Hamdant, from al-Harith al-A‘war al-HamdanTt, who said:

The Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him) said from the pulpit:
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“When the caller perishes, and the master of the age goes astray (from
sight), and hearts remain fluctuating—some fertile and some barren—those
who merely wish will perish, the wavering will fade away, and the believers
will remain, and how few they will be: three hundred, or slightly more. With
them will fight a group that fought alongside the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him) on the Day of Badr—who were neither killed nor died.”

The Author explaining this hadith says:

The meaning of the saying of the Commander of the Faithful (peace be
upon him), “and the master of the age goes astray,”

is that he meant the master of this era who is absent, hidden from the sight of
this creation due to Allah’s ordained plan.

Then he said: “And hearts remain fluctuating—some fertile and some
barren.”

These are the hearts of the Shi'a that waver during this occultation and
confusion. Whoever among them remains firm upon the truth is fertile, and
whoever deviates from it toward misguidance and the embellishment of false
speech is barren.

Then he said: “Those who merely wish will perish,” as a condemnation of
them. They are those who hasten the command of Allah, do not submit to Him,
and find the waiting too long—so they perish before witnessing relief. Allah
preserves whom He wills from among the people of patience and submission
until He joins him to his rank.

These are the believers—the sincere, few in number—whom Allah mentioned as
being three hundred or slightly more, whom Allah qualifies, through the
strength of their faith and the soundness of their certainty, to support His
guardian and wage jihad against His enemy. As the narration has come, they will
be his agents and governors on the earth when his authority is established
and war has laid down its burdens.

Then the Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him) said:
“With them will fight a group that fought with the Messenger of Allah on
the Day of Badr—who were neither killed nor died.”



This means that Allah, Mighty and Majestic, will support the companions of the
Qa’'im—those three hundred and some sincere ones—with the angels of Badr,
matching them in number.

May Allah make us among those whom He qualifies to support His religion
alongside His guardian, and may He deal with us therein as He is worthy to do.
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Narration 08

We read in Kitab al-Ghaybah by Shaykh al-Nu’mani, page 197, Hadith 06::
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘1d narrated to us. He said:

Yahya ibn Zakariyya ibn Shayban narrated to me. He said:

Yisuf ibn Kulayb al-Mas Gd1 narrated to us. He said:

al-Hakam ibn Sulayman narrated to us, from Muhammad ibn Kathir, from Abu
Bakr al-Hadrami, who said:

‘Il and Aban entered upon Abt ‘Abdillah (peace be upon him) at the time when
the black banners had appeared in Khurasan. We said: ‘What do you think?’

He said: ‘Remain in your homes. Then, when you see us gathered around a
man, move toward us with weapons.’”
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Narration 09

We read in Kitab al-Ghaybah by Shaykh al-Nu’mani, page 197, Hadith 07:
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Muhammad ibn Hammam narrated to us. He said:

Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn Malik al-Fazari narrated to me. He said:
Muhammad ibn Ahmad narrated to me, from ‘Ali ibn Asbat, from some of his
companions, from Abu ‘Abdillah (peace be upon him), who said:

“Restrain your tongues and remain in your homes, for no matter will ever
befall you specifically—rather it will befall the general public. And the
Zaydis will continue to be a shield for you always.”
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Narration 10

We read in Bihar al-Anwar, Vol 74, P274:
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Amirul Momineen(as) says:
O Kumayl, do not wage war except alongside a just Imam, and do not set
out on a campaign (nafl) except with a virtuous Imam.

O Kumayl, consider this: if no prophet were manifest, yet there existed
upon the earth a pious believer—would he be correct or mistaken in calling
people to Allah?

By Allah, he would be mistaken, until Allah, Mighty and Exalted, appoints
him for that task and grants him the qualification for it.”
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Conclusion

The narrations surveyed throughout this research, when read collectively
and without selective reinterpretation, present a consistent and
unmistakable directive within the Imami tradition regarding authority,
action, and restraint during the period of occultation. Across diverse
contexts, transmitters, and historical moments, the Imams of the Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them) repeatedly emphasized one principle: that
decisive authority, armed uprising, and binding political leadership belong
exclusively to the divinely designated Imam, and that any attempt to
substitute this authority prior to the rise of al-Qa’'im constitutes deviation
from the Imamic path.

These narrations do not deny the existence of injustice, nor do they
sanctify passivity in the face of oppression. Rather, they establish a
hierarchy of obedience and legitimacy, wherein the struggle against
injustice is inseparable.

And indeed, Allah knows the best!
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